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Dear Editor,

We have studied the reviewers’ comments carefully and incorporated all the required changes into our revised version. We would like to thank the three reviewers for their constructive comments. We have also formatted the paper according to the editorial suggestions and the formatting guidelines. The changes made are as follows:

Reviewer A:

· Operational definitions-- informal or formal IEM, BRM and semi-ideal or
ideal are not clear.

Definitions for formal/informal IEMs and BRMs have now been included in the research findings section. Ideal and Semi-ideal are now also defined in the paper.
· I don't think it is necessary to merge the first 4 stages and become 3
stages to study. 
The samples for the first 3 stages were too small to make meaningful comparison. Therefore, we had decided to merge the first three stages with the fourth stage. In fact, we had individually tested the survey data according to the six stages. The results were the same even if we had divided the samples into six different stages.
· A formal IEM before a formal BRM-(p.9) can't be true ( see Fig.5 -B).

It is possible to adopt formal BRM before formal IEM. Although it is rare, a small minority of survey respondents have actually adopted formal BRM and informal IEM. In theory, both IEM and BRM should be adopted in the beginning of an IT project.
· (Nunnally, 1978)(p.5) can't be found in references.

It has now been included in the reference section.
· Larger annual turnover--afford to spend more on IS/IT projects (p.11). I
doubts this indication.

The survey results indicated that large Australian organizations with larger annual turnover did actually spend more on IS/IT projects than their smaller counterparts.
· The contribution is only in Australia.

Yes. We have acknowledged this in the implication and conclusions section.
· From table 3, all the mean values are >9 (the maximum values are 18),
it means IEMs and BRMs are popularly used in Australia.

As stated in the paper, the adoption rates for IEM (64.6%) and BRM (42.5%) were reasonably high. The purpose of Table 3 is to demonstrate that the adoption of these methodologies was positively related to the levels of IT maturity of these organizations.
Reviewer C:

· The addition of paragraphs for some observation of the low response
rate.

This response rate was comparable to many other similar survey studies conducted in the last few years. Some examples (similar studies) have been given where their response rates were less than 11%. 
· The conclusion is modified in a way to state the limitation. In
particular, it seems too strong to suggest that the research results (or
the stages of IT maturity) can be applied to any organization that is
considering the use of IEMs and BRMs. 

The section has been rewritten so that the findings is applied only to Australian organizations.


Reviewer D:

· The following literatures were cited in the paper but not found in the
reference list. (Nunally, 1978)

Done

